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Attachment I 

 

Terms of Reference for Technical Assessment of 
IPCC Inventory Guidelines for the year 2015 

 

 

Background 

1. The Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI) held an Expert Meeting on 

Systematic Assessment of TFI Products from 25-27 August 2014 in Ottawa, Canada. The 

participants assessed the TFI products currently available, including the 2006 IPCC 

Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (2006 IPCC Guidelines). They 

considered possible enhancements, improvements and additions to existing guidance, as 

well as ways to enhance utility of the TFI products such as Emission Factor Database and 

Inventory Software. 

2. The 26th Meeting of TFI Bureau (TFB) was convened on 28 and 29 August in Ottawa 

following the expert meeting. The TFB considered future activities of the TFI, taking into 

account the outcome of the expert meeting, and concluded that: 

 The 2006 IPCC Guidelines provide a technically sound methodological basis of 

national greenhouse gas inventory, and therefore fundamental revision is 

unnecessary. 

 To keep the validity of the 2006 IPCC Guidelines, certain refinements may be 

required, taking into account scientific and other technical advances that have 

matured sufficiently since 2006. 

3. The TFB also concluded that, before scoping future TFI work, more in–depth technical 

assessments should be undertaken on sectoral and on cross-sectoral guidance. 

 

Aim 

4. The work envisaged by the TFB will aim to assess where science and data availability have 

developed sufficiently since the 2006 IPCC Guidelines to support the refinement or 

development of methodological advice for specific categories and gases, with a view to 

identifying any specific areas or issues to be prioritized. Another aim is to conduct technical 

assessment on cross-sectoral issues, such as those covered in Volume 1, including 

improvement of user-friendliness of other inventory tools with a view to contributing to 

capacity development programmes. 
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Scope 

5. Technical assessment of the available science and data, and of the need and the feasibility 

of methodological development/refinement, will be conducted on all the four sectors (Energy, 

Industrial Processes and Product Use (IPPU), Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use 

(AFOLU), and Waste). This assessment will take into account the existing guidance in the 

2006 IPCC Guidelines and the 2013 Supplement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National 

Greenhouse Gas Inventories: Wetlands (Wetlands Supplement) as well as their associated 

facilities such as IPCC Inventory Software and the Emission Factor Database. Focus will be 

placed on specific source/sink categories and gases selected according to the significance 

and prioritization criteria in the box that follows.  

Significance and prioritization criteria 

 Significance of the source/sink and the gas within the sector on a global scale. 

Sources significant only for a limited number of particular countries currently or in 

the foreseeable future may not meet this criterion. The adequacy of the existing 

guidance for a particular category should be considered, as should the likelihood 

that new information would lead to a definite improvement in the IPCC Guidelines. 

 Availability of relevant new scientific results. 

 Sufficient data availability and maturity of scientific advances since 2006 to 

provide a basis for methodological development or refinement, including: 

o Ability to develop new or updated default emission/removal factors 

o Feasibility of obtaining the necessary data to implement the methods 

 Emergence of new sources or gases meeting these criteria 

 

6. Technical assessment on cross-sectoral issues will be conducted in 2016, subject to 

approval by the IPCC at a session in 2015, based on the existing guidance in the 2006 IPCC 

Guidelines (in Volume 1 and in the other Volumes where relevant) and the 2013 Supplement 

to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories: Wetlands. 

Consideration should be given also to improvement of user-friendliness of the following 

inventory resources, including with a view to contributing to capacity development 

programmes: 

 Emission Factor Database (EFDB) 
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 IPCC Inventory Software 

 TFI Website (in particular, FAQ site). 

7. Consideration should be given to areas where sufficient knowledge and data have become 

available to develop verification tools, e.g. taking by making greater use of mass balance 

checks.  

8. In conducting these assessments, the outcome of Expert Meeting on Systematic Assessment 

of TFI Products on 25-27 August 2014 in Ottawa as well as the results of on-line 

questionnaire survey mentioned below should be taken into account. 

 

Approach 

9. This work will be undertaken through the combination of an on-line questionnaire survey and 

expert meetings. 

10. An on-line questionnaire survey will be conducted to collect inputs from inventory experts 

about the need and the feasibility of methodological development or refinement for specific 

categories and gases. Inventory experts nominated by governments and past TFI authors 

will be invited to participate in the on-line survey. Based on analysis of the results of this 

survey and the outcome of the Expert Meeting on Systematic Assessment of TFI Products 

held in Ottawa in August 2014, a provisional list of categories and gases as well as 

cross-sectoral issues will be established by TFB for consideration more in detail at the 2015 

expert meetings. 

11. Following the on-line survey, two expert meetings, (i) Energy/IPPU/Waste Sectors and (ii) 

AFOLU Sector, will be convened to review survey results, assess available scientific 

developments and new data availability; and to identify any specific areas or issues that 

should be prioritized in TFI’s future work. These expert meetings need to consider, from the 

outset, significance criteria and priority setting of the future work, based on criteria referred to 

in paragraph 5 above. 

12. These expert meetings will make recommendations to the TFB on: 

 Categories for which the science is sufficiently mature and data are available to 

recommend refinement or development of inventory guidelines; 

 Where refining or developing the guidelines on the basis of this new information 

would lead to a noticeable improvement of the 2006 IPCC Guidelines and the 

Wetlands Supplement; 
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 The specific type of refinement or updating that is needed for those categories, e.g.: 

 Provision of updated or refined default emission/removal factors 

 Augmentation of guidance on activity data (e.g., by adding information 

on new sources of data) 

 Improvement or provision of additional calculation methods. 

 Further stratification into distinct sub-categories if justified by newly 

available information.  

 How these refinements should be made. (e.g., in a new Methodology Report, 

supplement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines, by utilising the EFDB, or by utilising the 

FAQ site). 

13. These expert meetings may also raise cross-sectoral issues for consideration at the future 

expert meeting on this subject. 

 

 


